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 The Diary of Esther  

 

DAY 1   

Dear Diary, 

It’s been a long time since we have talked.  Life has changed so much.  I’m a married 
woman now.  Married quite well, some would say.  But Diary, me, born a Jewish 
slave named Hadassah, am now married to the King of Persia?!   
 
The former Queen Vashti went against the King by refusing to be put on display 
wearing only her crown.  For seven days, the king had been drinking heavily and 
now wanted to show off one of his prized possessions.  Vashti, like me, is Jewish 
and was taught to be modest and not flaunt her earthly beauty.  She refused to 
make such an appearance.  King Xerxes has lost face.  The king’s advisors tell him 
that the king must act and quickly before the whole harem and maybe even his 
loyal subjects start to think it is all right to disobey the king’s commands.  So King 
Xerxes dethroned Vashti.  He also mandated that “all women will respect their 
husbands, from the least to the greatest.”  The king no longer had a queen. 
 
So the search for a new queen began.  I was one of many virgins brought before 
the King Xerxes for inspection and possible selection.  Cousin Mordecai, who raised 
me, was the one who brought me forth.  He made me promise to keep my 
background quiet.  Since Queen Vashti was openly Jewish, it would not be wise for 
me to flaunt also being so.  And of all those brought forth, I was chosen!  Now for 
the preparation to be brought before the king.  Even though I have been thought 
beautiful, there were twelve months of beauty treatments and other instructions. 
 

Day 2 
So far King Xerxes has been very good to me.  He even thinks I am beautiful and 
calls me his Star.  But you, Dear Diary, know me better as Esther.  Oh by the way, I 
now know why the king should not know I am Jewish.  It seems Haman, the King’s 
new prime minister, is of Amalekite descent. The Amalekites had attacked the 
Israelites early in the Exodus from Egypt.  Now, "The Lord will have war with Amalek 
from generation to generation."  Haman is very vengeful himself.  I am not sure if I 
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can take on Haman, especially as a new queen who has not yet earned any real 
power.  It is best I keep my heritage quiet. 
 
The maids have been talking in my presence.  Cousin Mordecai is in big trouble with 
Haman.  Haman is pompous and believes everyone should bow down to him, even 
though he is not king.  We Jews believe in bowing down to no one except the one 
true God.   But the soldiers at the gate reported Mordecai for not bowing down 
when Haman passed.  It seems the king had granted him such recognition.  To the 
guards, this was entertainment.  To Mordecai, it could be a death sentence.   
 

Day 10 
Again, the palace grapevine was at work.  Haman, being Haman, checked the report 
out.  He found it to be true and was truly livid.  Haman could not be satisfied by 
killing just Mordecai.  He was important, indeed.  So Haman went to the king.  
Haman twisted and turned his reasoning to make it imperative that all people in 
the entire country with any Jewish blood be killed and not pleasantly done either.  
He even offered to pay for the soldiers to do so.  King Xerxes was convinced and 
put his royal approval on the deadly order.  The king even told Haman to keep his 
money and do as he pleased with the Jews.   
 
One of my eunuchs came to my chambers.  Mordecai wanted to see me but could 
not get pass the gates. He wears the sackcloth.  I sent clothes out to him so he could 
come in.  But the stubborn man refused.  Instead he sent me a copy of the king’s 
edit.  It was royally recorded in the law books and the decree went out to all the 
land to “destroy, kill, and annihilate all the Jews.”  This was to be done regardless 
of age or gender.  The edit went out with great haste and thoroughness.   
 
Dear Diary, I am not sure who knows what my true heritage is.  Someone may tell 
just to save his or her own life.  But there is no doubt that my cousin is as good as 
dead.  Mordecai wants me to intervene on behalf of our people and heritage.  Just 
what should I do?   
 
I know, I know! I will remind Mordecai that to go see the king without being 
summoned means no audience and certain death.  What good would I be if the king 
has me killed before I even talk to him? 
 

Day 11 
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Mordecai is not giving up.  He keeps reminding me that God is sovereign, the one 
true God.  Does this mean I will be protected?  I may not live but surely the King 
will at least see me one last time?  So just how do I get into see my husband without 
breaking the law?  Hmmm. 
 
We believe in fasting to cleanse our bodies and prove where our loyalties lie.  I will 
ask the loyal Jewish subjects to fast on my behalf.  After all, I am in the best position 
to help.  I will send my cousin a message telling him if he will get the Jews to fast, I 
will ignore the law and approach the King. 
 

Day 14 
Dear Diary, Mordecai did as asked and all are fasting.  So it’s time to dress in my 
finest and do as promised.  My plan was in place. 
 
Later that same day 
Well Diary, I did it.  I got all dressed up, was properly perfumed, and went to stand 
in the outer court.  There sat the King in his royal robes on his royal throne.  He was 
truly pleased to see me and held out his scepter to bid me enter.  Fortunately, he 
was feeling happy and generous.  He even offered up to half of his kingdom to 
please me. 
 
Pretending sudden inspiration, I invited the king to bring Haman along with him to 
a great banquet that I have prepared just for the king.  King Xerxes ordered that 
Haman be brought at once so they both could enjoy the fruits of my labors.  
Knowing that I yet had a major request to make, after much food and wine, the 
king asked the reasoning behind the banquet.  Dear Diary, this is exactly what I said, 
“If the king regards me with favor and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and 
fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow for the banquet I prepare 
for them.  I will answer the king’s question then.”  All is going according to plan. 
 

Day 15 
Well Diary, so much for that.  Mordecai, the fool, did not trust me to get the job 
done.  He not only showed his face at the gate again but also he flaunted Haman 
by still refusing to bow!  Haman was no longer satisfied about how things were 
going.  It’s not enough that he has all this wealth and power.  He even had a 
personal invitation to join the King for dinner which I personally cooked, not once 
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but twice!  Now Haman’s wife suggested he make a big spectacle of killing the Jews 
and really show off his power by hanging Mordecai on a 75 foot gallows. 
 
 In the meantime, King Xerxes had insomnia and decided to try reading himself to 
sleep.  He happened upon an entry in the royal chronicles that Cousin Mordecai 
had discovered and reported two of the king’s guards had planned to kill the king.  
The king was not aware of this and quizzed his attendants as to what Mordecai’s 
reward and recognition had been.  The attendants were not aware of any 
acknowledgement of any kind.  The king called for Haman, who had just entered 
the courts to get permission to hang Mordecai on a really big gallows.  Great timing, 
would you not say, Dear Diary? 
 
When King Xerxes tells Haman that he wants to honor a very special man who has 
served the king well, Haman assumes it is he who is to be honored and suggests 
that the man be royally clothed and paraded around on a magnificent horse led by 
a prince.  The King found this to be a great idea and ordered Haman to personally 
prepare this exact thing for Mordecai the Jew.  Haman is ordered not to forget even 
the most minor detail in honoring Mordecai for his vigilance.  Haman did as he was 
ordered.  After the parade Haman had Mordecai deposited back at the gate.  They 
tell me Haman went directly home with his head hanging down. 
 
The eunuchs have just left to get Haman for the second banquet.  Talk to you later, 
Dear Diary. 
 

Day 16 
Well Dear Diary, the king and Haman did come to dinner last night.  Everything was 
prepared to perfection; both men ate and drank heartedly.  The king did not forget 
I was to answer his question and once again asked what was so important that I 
really wanted. 
 
So I said, “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases your majesty, grant 
me my life – this is my petition.  And spare my people – this is my request.  For I 
and my people have been sold for destruction and slaughter and annihilation.  If 
we had merely been sold s male and female slaves, I would have kept quiet. 
Because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.” 
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Well, the king wanted to know then and there who would dare do such a thing.  So 
I told him that Haman was this vile creature.  King Xerxes stormed out, but Haman 
stayed behind to beg for my mercy.  For some reason, the king returned quickly 
and found Haman leaning over me.  King Xerxes mistook the situation and thought 
Haman had the nerve to molest me to top things off.  The king immediately ordered 
that Haman be hung from the very gallows he had designed for Mordecai. 
 

Day 18 
Haman was hanged today.  The King gifted me by revoking the edit to kill all the 
Jews the land.  He also gave me all of Haman’s holdings and property.   Blessings 
are over flowing.  My cousin and our people are now safe.  I am a very rich woman 
in my own right.  You know Dear Diary, maybe being queen is not such a bad deal 
after all. 


